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From the seventeenth century Cavaliers and Uncle Tom's Cabin to Civil Rights museums and today's
conflicts over the Confederate flag, here is a brilliant portrait of southern identity, served in an engaging
blend of history, literature, and popular culture. In this insightful book, written with dry wit and sharp
insight, James C. Cobb explains how the South first came to be seen--and then came to see itself--as a region
apart from the rest of America.

As Cobb demonstrates, the legend of the aristocratic Cavalier origins of southern planter society was
nurtured by both northern and southern writers, only to be challenged by abolitionist critics, black and white.
After the Civil War, defeated and embittered southern whites incorporated the Cavalier myth into the cult of
the "Lost Cause," which supplied the emotional energy for their determined crusade to rejoin the Union on
their own terms. After World War I, white writers like Ellen Glasgow, William Faulkner and other key
figures of "Southern Renaissance" as well as their African American counterparts in the "Harlem
Renaissance"--Cobb is the first to show the strong links between the two movements--challenged the New
South creed by asking how the grandiose vision of the South's past could be reconciled with the dismal
reality of its present. The Southern self-image underwent another sea change in the wake of the Civil Rights
movement, when the end of white supremacy shook the old definition of the "Southern way of life"--but at
the same time, African Americans began to examine their southern roots more openly and embrace their
regional, as well as racial, identity. As the millennium turned, the South confronted a new identity crisis
brought on by global homogenization: if Southern culture is everywhere, has the New South become the No
South?

Here then is a major work by one of America's finest Southern historians, a magisterial synthesis that
combines rich scholarship with provocative new insights into what the South means to southerners and to
America as well.
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From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Away Down South: A History of
Southern Identity will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate
book with you?

William Meadows:

The actual book Away Down South: A History of Southern Identity will bring you to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Away Down South: A History of Southern Identity is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily
to read the book.

Joey Leigh:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
your account is Away Down South: A History of Southern Identity this reserve consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

William Looney:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Away Down South: A History of Southern Identity
was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Away Down South: A History of
Southern Identity has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading that.
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