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"Offers an historically detailed examination of how Hollywood has depicted the physically disabled
experience . . . thoughtfully argued and well documented. . . . Anyone interested in how mainstream movies
have shaped our images of the world ought to carefully read this fine book." --Douglas Gomery, author of
The Hollywood Studio System "I enjoyed this book from its terrific title to its skillful interweaving of movie
history with disability history. . . . It makes a valuable contribution to our understanding of where America
gets its myths and stereotypes of disability." --Joseph Shapiro, author of No Pity: People with Disabilities
Forging a New Civil Rights Movement Filmmakers have often encouraged us to regard people with physical
disabilities in terms of pity, awe, humor, or fear--as "Others" who somehow deserve to be isolated from the
rest of society. In this first history of the portrayal of physical disability in the movies, Martin Norden
examines hundreds of Hollywood films (and notable international ones), finds their place within mainstream
society, and uncovers the movie industry's practices for maintaining the status quo--keeping people with
disabilities dependent and "in their place." Norden offers a dazzling array of physically disabled characters
who embody or break out of these stereotypes that have both influenced and been symptomatic of society's
fluctuating relationship with its physically diabled minority. He shows us "sweet innocents" like Tiny Tim,
"obsessive avengers" like Quasimodo, variations on the disabled veteran, and many others. He observes the
arrival of a new set of stereotypes tied to the growth of science and technology in the 1970s and 1980s, and
underscores movies like My Left Foot and The Waterdance that display a newfound sensitivity. Norden's in-
depth knowledge of disability history makes for a particularly intelligent and sensitive approach to this long-
overlooked issue in media studies. Martin F. Norden teaches film as a professor of communication at the
University of Massachusetts, Amherst. He has co-authored Movies: A Language in Light and has written
many articles on moving-image media.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great along with important the book Cinema Of Isolation: A History of Physical
Disability in the Movies. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Janet Maldanado:

The particular book Cinema Of Isolation: A History of Physical Disability in the Movies will bring you to
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Cinema Of Isolation: A History of
Physical Disability in the Movies is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Ralph Garibay:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Cinema Of Isolation: A History of Physical Disability in the Movies the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get previous to. The Cinema Of Isolation: A History of Physical Disability in the
Movies giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to
try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Spencer Fuentes:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Cinema Of Isolation: A History of
Physical Disability in the Movies or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Cinema Of Isolation: A History of Physical Disability in the
Movies to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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