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William Grimes (1784-1865) was the son of Benjamin Grymes, the rich owner of a plantation in King James
County, Virginia, and an enslaved servant of Grymes's neighbor, a Dr. Steward. William Grimes served at
least ten different masters in Virginia, Maryland, and Georgia, working in such varied positions as house
servant, valet, field worker, stable boy, and coachman. He was a light-skinned slave, a fact that enabled him
to pass as white on various occasions. Oftentimes he was severely mistreated by both his masters and his
fellow slaves, and Grimes also endured physical abuse in the house and in the field, and at times became
combative or despondent. He escaped slavery in 1814 by stowing away on a ship bound for New York and
became an entrepreneur in New England. He eventually settled in New Haven, Connecticut, and married
Clarissa Caesar in 1817. They had eighteen children together, twelve of whom survived. After eventually
finding a small measure of success, Grimes lost all of his property when his master discovered his location
and forced him to buy his freedom or risk being returned to slavery. Grimes wrote the Life of William
Grimes and published it in 1825, hoping to regain some of his lost funds. He published a second edition of
his autobiography in 1855, updating it with humorous anecdotes and tempering some of his earlier bitterness.
Grimes died in August 1865. The Life of William Grimes was the first book-length autobiography written by
a fugitive American slave, and its publication. Furthermore, The Life of William Grimes is an important
early text in the slave narrative genre, and it provides a raw and engaging first-hand account of the institution
of slavery, unmediated by Abolitionist political aims.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Life of
William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself.

Daniel Gomez:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by
Himself giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info
for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Reva Morison:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself this guide consist a
lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Winford Patterson:

You can get this Life of William Grimes, the Runaway Slave. Written by Himself by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and



searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade.
Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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