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Plague and Pleasure is a lively popular history that introduces a new hypothesis about the impetus behind
the cultural change in Renaissance Italy. The Renaissance coincided with a period of chronic, constantly
recurring plague, unremitting warfare and pervasive insecurity. Consequently, people felt a need for mental
escape to alternative, idealized realities, distant in time or space from the unendurable present but made vivid
to the imagination through literature, art, and spectacle.

Pope Pius II experienced both plague and war during his reign and he exhibited many escapist behaviors
typical of his period: the building of his "Shangri-La" at Pienza, his constant sight-seeing travels, his passion
for natural scenery or Roman remains, his public spectacles, and the humanism that immersed him in an
idealized Roman past. This see-saw mentality of the period could plunge people into melancholy when
facing harsh realities and then propel them into ecstasies of make-believe to counter their despair.

Plague and Pleasure uses the life and times of Pope Pius II as the framework for presenting a view of the
Renaissance that the public can understand and appreciate and which may at least narrow the gap between
the past known to scholars and that known to the public they ultimately serve.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Arthur White is adjunct professor of history at the University of Louisiana, Lafayette.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK

"Dr White's book hit me a bit like a kick under my desk. He's said something fresh and new on a subject I
didn't imagine there was anything fresh and new left to say. And he's done it by telling the story of a single
fifteenth-century man, Aeneas Silvius Piccolomini. As a young man Aeneas distinguished himself with his
love of sex and rock 'n' roll (or, at least, erotic poetry) and with his special gift for office politics and insults
(he calls Venetians "companions of fish"). As an old man he distinguished himself by being elected pope and
naming himself Pius II. Dr. White's idea is to use Aeneas's life as a lens on the period. This turns out to be a
lovely idea, and he executes it with startling effect." --from the foreword by Michael Lewis, author of
Moneyball
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Bowers:

Here thing why this kind of Plague and Pleasure: The Renaissance World of Pius II are different and trusted
to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. Plague and Pleasure: The Renaissance World of Pius II giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar
with Plague and Pleasure: The Renaissance World of Pius II. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Plague and Pleasure: The
Renaissance World of Pius II in e-book can be your alternate.

John Jacquez:

This Plague and Pleasure: The Renaissance World of Pius II are usually reliable for you who want to become
a successful person, why. The explanation of this Plague and Pleasure: The Renaissance World of Pius II can
be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an
individual with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Plague and Pleasure: The Renaissance World of Pius II forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

James Ensor:

Plague and Pleasure: The Renaissance World of Pius II can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Plague and Pleasure:
The Renaissance World of Pius II nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Evelyn Broderick:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
Plague and Pleasure: The Renaissance World of Pius II we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely
be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that



suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Plague and Pleasure: The
Renaissance World of Pius II. You can more appealing than now.
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