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Winner of the coveted China Times Novel Prize, this postmodern, first-person tale of a contemporary
Taiwanese gay man reflecting on his life, loves, and intellectual influences is among the most important
recent novels in Taiwan.

The narrator, Xiao Shao, recollects a series of friends and lovers, as he watches his childhood friend, Ah
Yao, succumb to complications from AIDS. The brute fact of Ah Yao's death focuses Shao's simultaneously
erudite and erotic reflections magnetically on the core theme of mortality. By turns humorous and
despondent, the narrator struggles to come to terms with Ah Yao's risky lifestyle, radical political activism,
and eventual death; the fragility of romantic love; the awesome power of eros; the solace of writing; the cold
ennui of a younger generation enthralled only by video games; and life on the edge of mainstream Taiwanese
society. His feverish journey through forests of metaphor and allusion?from Fellini and Lévi-Strauss to
classical Chinese poetry?serves as a litany protecting him from the ravages of time and finitude.

Impressive in scope and detail, Notes of a Desolate Man employs the motif of its characters' marginalized
sexuality to highlight Taiwan's vivid and fragile existence on the periphery of mainland China. Howard
Goldblatt and Sylvia Li-chun Lin's masterful translation brings Chu T'ien-wen's lyrical and inventive
pastiche of political, poetic, and sexual desire to the English-speaking world.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Stephens:

The book Notes of a Desolate Man give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Notes of a Desolate Man being your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Notes of a Desolate Man.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Deanna Stewart:

The book Notes of a Desolate Man can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Notes of a Desolate Man? Several of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book Notes of a Desolate Man has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Guadalupe Eggleston:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
your account is Notes of a Desolate Man this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.

Alice Concannon:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled
update of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the Notes of a Desolate Man when you required it?
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