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A beautifully illustrated portrait of Beat icons Jack Kerouac, Gary Snyder, and Philip Whalen and the years
in the Cascades high country that shaped their lives and work. . This is John Suiter's first book, and it
evolved from a magazine assignment that took him to Jack Kerouac's remote fire lookout on Desolation Peak
on the fortieth anniversary of the publication of The Dharma Bums. For two weeks in the summer of 1995,
Suiter-an East Coast city-dweller all his life-lived in Kerouac's still-standing fire lookout, making
photographs for his magazine project. Meanwhile, the awesome beauty and profound solitude of the
surrounding North Cascades worked their magic-as it had for Kerouac and countless others since. In 1996,
Suiter met the poets Gary Snyder and Philip Whalen, who had also worked as fire lookouts on peaks in the
North Cascades in the 1950s. It had been Snyder-the real-life model for Kerouac's fictive "Japhy Ryder"-who
had first come into the Upper Skagit country as a fire lookout in 1952 and blazed the way for Whalen and
Kerouac to follow. Suiter returned to the North Cascades during the next few summers for further shooting-
hikes on Crater, Sourdough, and Sauk mountains. Illustrated with thirty-five beautiful photographs, Poets on
the Peaks tells how the solitary mountain adventures of three young men helped to form the literary,
spiritual, and environmental values of a generation. Based on scores of previously unpublished letters and
journals, plus recent interviews with Snyder and Whalen and several others, Poets on the Peaks creates a
group portrait of Kerouac, Snyder, and Whalen that transcends the tired urban clichs of the "Beat" life. Poets
on the Peaks is about the development of a community of poets, including the famous Six Gallery reading of
October 1955, and contains unexpected cameos by fellow poets and mountain-climbers Allen Ginsberg,
Kenneth Rexroth, Philip Lamantia, and Michael McClure. Poets on the Peaks is also a book about Dharma
and the years of Dharma Bums-from the 1951 roadside revelation in the Nevada desert that led Gary Snyder
to drop out of academia and head for Japan, to Kerouac's lonely vigil with The Diamond Sutra on Desolation
Peak, to Philip Whalen's ordination as a Zen prie Finally, Poets on the Peaks is the story of the birth of a
wilderness ethic, as well as a photographic homage to the Cascades landscape, a landscape virtually
unchanged since these men journeyed there thanks to the environmental protections they helped inspire.
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From reader reviews:

Ines Patterson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you will require this Poets on the Peaks: Gary Snyder, Philip
Whalen & Jack Kerouac in the Cascades.

Darryl Payton:

This Poets on the Peaks: Gary Snyder, Philip Whalen & Jack Kerouac in the Cascades book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Poets on the Peaks: Gary Snyder, Philip
Whalen & Jack Kerouac in the Cascades without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Poets on the Peaks: Gary Snyder, Philip Whalen & Jack
Kerouac in the Cascades can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to
be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Poets on the Peaks: Gary
Snyder, Philip Whalen & Jack Kerouac in the Cascades having excellent arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Chantal Dow:

Often the book Poets on the Peaks: Gary Snyder, Philip Whalen & Jack Kerouac in the Cascades will bring
that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. Should
you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Poets on the Peaks: Gary Snyder,
Philip Whalen & Jack Kerouac in the Cascades is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Robert Garcia:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill
in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Poets on the



Peaks: Gary Snyder, Philip Whalen & Jack Kerouac in the Cascades.
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