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Sex is usually assumed to be a closely guarded secret of prison life. But it has long been the subject of
intense scrutiny by both prison administrators and reformers—as well as a source of fascination and anxiety
for the American public. Historically, sex behind bars has evoked radically different responses from
professionals and the public alike. In Criminal Intimacy, Regina Kunzel tracks these varying interpretations
and reveals their foundational influence on modern thinking about sexuality and identity.
 
Historians have held the fusion of sexual desire and identity to be the defining marker of sexual modernity,
but sex behind bars, often involving otherwise heterosexual prisoners, calls those assumptions into question.
By exploring the sexual lives of prisoners and the sexual culture of prisons over the past two
centuries—along with the impact of a range of issues, including race, class, and gender; sexual violence;
prisoners’ rights activism; and the HIV epidemic—Kunzel discovers a world whose surprising plurality and
mutability reveals the fissures and fault lines beneath modern sexuality itself.
 
Drawing on a wide range of sources, including physicians, psychiatrists, sociologists, correctional
administrators, journalists, and prisoners themselves—as well as depictions of prison life in popular
culture—Kunzel argues for the importance of the prison to the history of sexuality and for the centrality of
ideas about sex and sexuality to the modern prison. In the process, she deepens and complicates our
understanding of sexuality in America.
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From reader reviews:

Mary McHugh:

The feeling that you get from Criminal Intimacy: Prison and the Uneven History of Modern American
Sexuality could be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Criminal Intimacy: Prison and
the Uneven History of Modern American Sexuality giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having that Criminal Intimacy: Prison and the Uneven History of Modern American
Sexuality instantly.

Tony Paulson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Criminal Intimacy: Prison and the
Uneven History of Modern American Sexuality that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So
, for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Criminal Intimacy: Prison
and the Uneven History of Modern American Sexuality become your personal starter.

Rita Carter:

This Criminal Intimacy: Prison and the Uneven History of Modern American Sexuality is brand new way for
you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you
on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Criminal Intimacy: Prison and the Uneven History of Modern American Sexuality can be the light food for
you because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just
read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Ann David:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of
book Criminal Intimacy: Prison and the Uneven History of Modern American Sexuality. You can include



your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.
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