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Encyclopedia of the Exquisite is a lifestyle guide for the Francophile and the Anglomaniac, the gourmet and
the style maven, the armchair traveler and the art lover. It’s an homage to the esoteric world of glamour that
doesn’t require much spending but makes us feel rich.

Taking a cue from the exotic encyclopedias of the sixteenth century, which brimmed with mysterious
artifacts, Jessica Kerwin Jenkins’s Encyclopedia of the Exquisite focuses on the elegant, the rare, the
commonplace, and the delightful. A compendium of style, it merges whimsy and practicality, traipsing
through the fine arts and the worlds of fashion, food, travel, home, garden, and beauty.

Each entry features several engaging anecdotes, illuminating the curious past of each enduring source of
beauty. Subjects covered include the explosive history of champagne; the art of lounging on a divan; the
emergence of “frillies,” the first lacy, racy lingerie; the ancient uses of sweet-smelling saffron; the wild riot
incited by the appearance of London’s first top hat; Julia Child’s tip for cooking the perfect omelet; the
polarizing practice of wearing red lipstick during World War II; Louis XIV’s fondness for the luscious
Bartlett pear; the Indian origin of badminton; Parliament’s 1650 attempt to suppress Europe’s beauty mark
fad; the evolution of the Japanese kimono; the pilgrimage of Central Park’s Egyptian obelisk; and the
fanciful thrill of dining alfresco.

Cleverly illustrated, Encyclopedia of the Exquisite is an ode to life’s plenty, from the extravagant to the
eccentric. It is a celebration of luxury that doesn’t necessarily require money.
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From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a reserve. The book Encyclopedia of the Exquisite: An Anecdotal History of Elegant
Delights it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book provides high quality.

Barbara Butler:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Encyclopedia of the Exquisite: An
Anecdotal History of Elegant Delights reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
skepticism Encyclopedia of the Exquisite: An Anecdotal History of Elegant Delights as good book not only
by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so
do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Jennifer Wilson:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
study. Encyclopedia of the Exquisite: An Anecdotal History of Elegant Delights can be your answer as it can
be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

William Evans:

You can obtain this Encyclopedia of the Exquisite: An Anecdotal History of Elegant Delights by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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