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Religion in Human Evolution is a work of extraordinary ambition?a wide-ranging, nuanced probing of our
biological past to discover the kinds of lives that human beings have most often imagined were worth living.
It offers what is frequently seen as a forbidden theory of the origin of religion that goes deep into evolution,
especially but not exclusively cultural evolution.

How did our early ancestors transcend the quotidian demands of everyday existence to embrace an
alternative reality that called into question the very meaning of their daily struggle? Robert Bellah, one of the
leading sociologists of our time, identifies a range of cultural capacities, such as communal dancing,
storytelling, and theorizing, whose emergence made this religious development possible. Deploying the latest
findings in biology, cognitive science, and evolutionary psychology, he traces the expansion of these cultural
capacities from the Paleolithic to the Axial Age (roughly, the first millennium BCE), when individuals and
groups in the Old World challenged the norms and beliefs of class societies ruled by kings and aristocracies.
These religious prophets and renouncers never succeeded in founding their alternative utopias, but they left a
heritage of criticism that would not be quenched.

Bellah’s treatment of the four great civilizations of the Axial Age?in ancient Israel, Greece, China, and
India?shows all existing religions, both prophetic and mystic, to be rooted in the evolutionary story he tells.
Religion in Human Evolution answers the call for a critical history of religion grounded in the full range of
human constraints and possibilities.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Levin:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Religion in Human Evolution: From
the Paleolithic to the Axial Age book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Hazel Freese:

The ability that you get from Religion in Human Evolution: From the Paleolithic to the Axial Age is the
more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Religion in Human Evolution: From the Paleolithic
to the Axial Age giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number
of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Religion in
Human Evolution: From the Paleolithic to the Axial Age instantly.

Stanley Rivas:

The publication untitled Religion in Human Evolution: From the Paleolithic to the Axial Age is the guide
that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Religion in Human Evolution: From the Paleolithic to
the Axial Age from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Crystal Thomas:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Religion in Human
Evolution: From the Paleolithic to the Axial Age, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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