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Coming together to share a meal is one of our most vital traditions. Whether dining with friends, family, or
business associates, we know that an elegant setting and gracious manners bring a sense of harmony and
order to the occasion. Yet when it comes to knowing precisely how to set a table for formal and informal
dining, which fork is for dessert and which for the appetizer, how to serve different types of wine -- even
how to eat certain foods -- many of us are not fully confident.

Suzanne von Drachenfels learned this firsthand in her career as an expert on table setting, tableware, and
etiquette. Conducting seminars throughout the country, she would hear the same questions again and again:
Should bread be buttered entirely or bite by bite? What is the purpose of holding a wine glass by the stem or
the base? Is handmade crystal worth the price difference?

The Art of the Table answers all these questions and more. A treasure trove of timeless information, this
complete guide is to the table what Joy of Cooking is to the kitchen. Von Drachenfels shows us how to
select, lay, and use tableware to enhance any dining experience, and how to properly store and care for it --
whether it's your grandmother's porcelain or everyday stainless steel. She provides guidance on mixing and
matching tableware patterns; the basics of coffee, tea, and wine; menu planning; napkin folding; and the
proper service techniques for all types of entertainment. So as not to let the lore of the table fall away, she
delves deep into the history of specific tableware and the customs we keep, making today's practices
understandable.

For the novice host, this is an easy-to-follow, step-by-step guide with more than one hundred helpful
illustrations. For the host with more experience, it is a rich and exciting source of new ideas. Like its author,
whose passion for the table is contagious, The Art of the Table is an authoritative, elegant, and sophisticated
resource for all one's dining needs.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Sessions:

In other case, little people like to read book The Art of the Table: A Complete Guide to Table Setting, Table
Manners, and Tableware. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important the book The Art of the Table: A Complete Guide to Table Setting, Table Manners,
and Tableware. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign
or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, you can open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Raymond Lee:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Art of the Table: A Complete Guide to
Table Setting, Table Manners, and Tableware will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
appropriate book with you?

Kenny Hardy:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day
to reading a publication. The book The Art of the Table: A Complete Guide to Table Setting, Table Manners,
and Tableware it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book has high quality.

Karen Huff:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Art of the Table: A Complete Guide to
Table Setting, Table Manners, and Tableware or even others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for



teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Art of the Table: A Complete Guide to Table
Setting, Table Manners, and Tableware to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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